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Union County Emergency Management Coordinates Communications on West Nile Virus
In an effort to coordinate West Nile Virus communications to the public, Union County Emergency Management has activated the Incident Command System (ICS). J.B. Brock, Emergency Services Officer for Union County, said, “ICS provides a structure for multiple organizations to pool their resources and serve the public in a cohesive fashion”.
The current ICS includes Union County Emergency Management, Center for Human Development (CHD), Grande Ronde Hospital, Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA), the Constituent Veterinary Medical Association and Union County Vector Control.

The Center for Human Development Public Health Services declared a Public Health Emergency on July 31.  On August 1, the Union Board of County Commissioners declared a state of emergency in Union County, due to avian and vector studies showing that West Nile Virus is present in critically elevated levels.
What Is West Nile Virus?
West Nile virus (WNV) is a potentially serious illness. Experts believe WNV is established as a seasonal epidemic in North America that flares up in the summer and continues into the fall. 
The easiest and best way to avoid WNV is to prevent mosquito bites. 

Many mosquitoes are most active at dawn and dusk.  You may consider staying indoors during these hours. .  When you are outdoors, wear long sleeves and pants and use insect repellent containing an EPA-registered active ingredient. It is important to read and follow the directions on the package.
Make sure you have good screens on your windows and doors to keep mosquitoes out.

Get rid of mosquito breeding sites by emptying standing water from flower pots, buckets and barrels. Change the water in pet dishes and replace the water in bird baths weekly. Drill holes in tire swings so water drains out. Keep children's wading pools empty and on their sides when they aren't being used.

About one in 150 people infected with WNV will develop severe illness. The severe symptoms can include high fever, headache, neck stiffness, stupor, disorientation, coma, tremors, convulsions, muscle weakness, vision loss, numbness and paralysis. These symptoms may last several weeks, and neurological effects may be permanent.

Approximately 80 percent of people (about 4 out of 5) who are infected with WNV will not show any symptoms at all.  For additional information on West Nile Virus contact CHD at962-8801.  
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